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Hours of Operation: Tuesday & Thursday - Saturday 4:00PM-close.
Closed Monday, BINGO only on Wednesday.

Closing times vary, please read E-blasts for potential updates.

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

By the time this article is in your hands, the nominations and elections of officers will be behind us and the new team 
will be ready to continue the momentum of the Elks on April 1st.  This years elections saw three nominees for Exalted 
Ruler.   

Competitive elections are a good thing compared to an uncontested race.  The lodge members got to see  
campaigning by the candidates and heard what each nominee had to say about their future plans.  The best part is, it 
gives ALL members a chance to choose their preferred candidate and make their voice heard. 

On a different note, spring is right around the corner and what does that mean for us?  As you know the winter 
reduces attendance at the lodge due to weather, shorter days and snowbirds being out of town.  Although activities 
never ceased over the winter,  the fun events and activities happen over the next 6 months. The picnic is always a 
good time as is being under the stars on weekends listening to great bands and enjoying the beautiful weather.  
Good times are ahead, stay tuned.  012715 

Some have said to me, I'd like to be more involved but just don't know how or what I want.  My answer is always to 
invite them to committee meetings and see how Elks members create all the fun we have year round.  It doesn't just 
happen and takes the hard work of many individuals.  The response I have received numerous times is "I'm not on a 
committee so I can't attend those meetings".  All committee meetings are open to EVERYONE!  The only thing you 
are unable to do at any of the committee meetings is vote, that is reserved for committee members only.  Who 
knows, you might like one of the committees, join it and before you know it will be participating and voting on the 
future plans for the lodge. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
We are always looking for new ideas, new plans, new groups etc., and that is where you, the members, come in.  We 
have a beautiful large facility that can house so many possibilities.  How about a dart club?  We have two 
professional boards.  A Canasta club perhaps?  A sewing or knitting group?  The possibilities are endless.  All you 
need is the desire, a few people to start the group and we can make it happen.  Last month I spoke about the 
possibilities of a travel group, newer member Barbara took it and ran and is looking into day trips in the near future.  
If they work out we could see bigger trips in the future, perhaps a cruise, wouldn't that be a 
hoot? 

This month I was going to announce the winner of my "Visit the most Elks Lodges'' contest.  
So far I have received only five and they are averaging about 5 Lodges.  I'm going to 
extend it one more month.  So if you traveled this month send me a list of Lodges visited 
and you might be the winner of a $50 Lodge Gift Certificate. 

All the best to you always, 
Ed Pizza !  
Exalted Ruler 2022/2023 
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Lodge Officers / Directors 2022-2023 

Exalted Ruler	 Ed Pizza 
Leading Knight	 Gloria Markiewicz 
Loyal Knight	 	 Judy Shimkus 
Lecturing Knight	 Michele Domaracki 
Secretary	 	 K.C. Ferguson 
Treasurer	 	 Susan Logan 
Tiler	 	 	 Bob Fehling 
Esquire	 	 Joan Hooson 
Inner Guard	 	 Ricky Benavidez 
Chaplain	 	 Donna Reda 
Organist	 	 Phyllis Perry 

Lodge Trustees 
1-Year		 	 Dennis Chilver 
2-Year		 	 Andy Parenteau, PER 
3-Year		 	 Marc Walker, PER 

Board of Directors 
Ed Pizza, ER 
Marc Walker, PER 
Andy Parenteau, PER 
Susan Logan 
K.C. Ferguson 
Dennis Chilver 
Gloria Markiewicz 
Judy Shimkus 
Michele Domaracki 

Des Plaines Elks Club 
Club Manager: Sally Zydlo 
Elks Tooth 2022-2023 
Editor in Chief: Michele Domaracki 
Staff Photographer: TBD 

The Elks Tooth 
Is an official publication of the BPOE Des Plaines 
Lodge #1526 

Published at: 
495 Lee St. Des Plaines, IL 60016 
Published monthly, with one combined issue for 
July/August of each year. 

Contact us at:  elkstooth1526@gmail.com

Lodge Secretary, K.C. 
Ferguson 
March 2023 Message 

It’s that time! We’re coming down 
to the home stretch, rounding the 
final turn for the fiscal year in 
Elkdom!  By this time, we have 
selected our new officers for the 
upcoming year, and are planning 
their installation for the end of 
March.  The next item on the agenda is to select any new 
committee chairpersons and the members that might be 
needed to work with them.  As we have stated numerous 
times, it’s the volunteers that make our lodge work!  Not 
to overuse an often over-used saying, “There is no I in 
Team!”.  It takes all of us to make our lodge a success! 

In April, the Easter Bunny will be making his annual visit 
to the lodge! Time to bring your children (or 
grandchildren, whatever the case may be!) and join in 
the fun!  In May, we have Youth week and a number of 
Americanism and Veterans events to participate in!  A 
great time of the year to get involved!  011978 

Concerning membership renewals, beginning the first 
week of March, we will have the new membership cards 
and the new Widows cards available for pick-up at the 
lodge.  In the interest of cost savings, we will not be 
mailing any cards until later in March.  During March, 
you will be able to pick-up your paid membership card 
and any additional door keys you need (for a nominal $5 
fee) on Thursdays during the Queen of Hearts drawings.  

And one last point, we hope it doesn’t come to this, but if 
you are not going to be renewing your membership for 
whatever reason, please let us know prior to the March 
31st deadline.  As previously discussed, the annual per 
capita fee from Grand Lodge is assessed based on the 
membership roll as of April 1st.  We will be billed whether 
you have renewed or not, and there are no refunds.  
Please let us know! 

In closing for the fiscal year, thank you for all of your 
support, your volunteer hours, and your participation in 
the past year.  We are still coming out of the pandemic, 
struggling to get back to some kind of normalcy, and it 
takes all of us, working together, to keep our lodge on 
track for success.  Thanks to all of you for your for 
support and assistance during the past year, and going 
forward.  Keep it up!  

Lodge Meetings 
1st & 3rd Tuesdays, 7:30PM 
Wi-Fi Password: Elks4Life

Welcome New Members 
Scott Joss 

Ray Shankle
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Our Volunteer Dinner was a great success!  The 
following awards were presented… 

Elk of the Year - Gary Durante
Officer of the Year - Joan Hooson
Volunteer of the Year - Carol Graf
Family of the Year - The Hozian Family
Voice of the Elks (V.O.T.E.) - Lou Vaselli 
Duct Tape Award - Rafi Cornejo
Single File Award - KC Ferguson
Sparkling Smile Award - Donna Reda
Elk of the Decade - Bill Potraz
Screwball Award - The Great Bill Rank
Citizen of the Year - Kathy Garza
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House Committee Message March 2023 

This House Committee Message begins with a little Elks trivia. The Benevolent & Protective 
Order of Elks (BPOE) was founded on February 16, 1868. The 15 founders wanted to 
symbolize the Order by recognizing a noble majestic creature. Eight members voted to adopt 
the Elk. Seven members favored the Buffalo.  Holy Buffalo Wings, Batman! We were one vote 
away from being known as the Loyal Order of Water Buffalo with our most famous members – 
Fred and Barney. 
  
Turning up the seriousness dial just a bit,,, Exalted Ruler Ed Pizza and Esquire Joan Hooson frequently write about the 
four cardinal virtues of the Elks. The virtue of Brotherly Love is dedicated to the station of the Lecturing Knight and is 
symbolized by the Antlers of Protection.  The virtue of Justice is dedicated to the station of the Loyal Knight and is 
symbolized by the Bible. The virtue of Charity is dedicated to the station of the Leading Knight and is symbolized by 
the Flag of our country.  The virtue of Fidelity is dedicated to the station of the Exalted Ruler and is symbolized by the 
Star Shining Above the Alter.  011771 
  
To highlight and honor these four cardinal principles of our Order, a table in the Dining Room will be dedicated to 
each virtue and Lodge office. The emblem and symbol of each station will be depicted on the respective tables. By 
doing so, we pay tribute to the offices, our cardinal virtues, and the representative symbols and emblems. This will also 
be an informative reminder to Elks members – and especially our guests – of the Elks’ most basic principles. Feel free 
to request a particular table from hostess Tina when you dine in the dining room. Better yet, rotate your visits in the 
dining room and pay respect to each of the Elks virtues.  
  
Cranking up the seriousness dial even more,,, The reference to the cardinal virtues serves as an introduction to the true 
purpose of this House Committee Message.   In addition to being responsible for and managing the social activities 
and daily operations of the Club, the House Committee is the initial arbiter of complaints made by members and non-
members.  Section 16.041 of the Grand Lodge Statutes (GLS) provides the authority for the House Committee to 
suspend a member from the Club for violation of House Rules or for “Conduct Unbecoming an Elk.” 
  
What is Conduct Unbecoming an Elk? “Conduct Unbecoming an Elk” shall include personal conduct likely to bring 
reproach upon the Order and every willful violation of House or Club Rules. This includes – but obviously is not 
limited to – unwelcome sexual advances and touching, and sexually explicit comments.  Such conduct was cited in a 
federal court lawsuit filed in 2010 against Elks Lodge No. 954. Preventing future sexual harassment was one of the 
remedies sought in reaching a settlement of that case. 
  
Complaints of violations of House Rules or of Conduct Unbecoming an Elk can be made by any member having 
knowledge of the alleged violation. In the alternative, the House Committee itself can initiate charges. The procedures 
for handling such a complaint, including the conduct of a hearing and possible suspension of Club privileges, are 
referenced in various Grand Lodge Statutes, the 1526 By-Laws, and House Rules.  
  
The House Committee Message for March 2023 is straightforward and indisputable: 
  

Conduct Unbecoming an Elk – including sexual harassment of any kind – will be not tolerated. 
  
Elks Lodge No. 1526 is a safe haven for many Members. Testimonials to the welcoming, inclusive, and protective 
nature of the Lodge are numerous and enduring. We will maintain this character of the Lodge by abiding by the virtues 
of the Order, and treating each other with respect and consideration.   
  
Bill Potratz 
House Committee Chairman 
847/477-7019 
Elks1526picnic@gmail.com 
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THIRD FRIDAY NIGHT BINGO 
6:30 PM Start 

 

Join Elks members, their guests, friends, 
neighbors, and friends-of-friends for  
“This Is Not Your Granny’s Bingo!!” 

                                                 
 

 
 

 

Enjoy The 1526 Famous Friday Fish Fry! 

 

Multiple Games! Great Prizes!  

 

Drink Specials!  
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Wednesday	BINGO	Volunteers	Needed!	
We	are	in	need	of	Bingo	Callers	&	volunteers	
for	the	Snack	Bar.		Just	volunteering	one	night	
per	month	would	make	a	huge	impact	on	your	

lodge,	and	it’s	fun!	
Contact:	Carol	Graf	or	visit	BINGO!	

farg3@sbcglobal.net	

Banquets	at	the	1526	
We	will	help	you	plan	your	special	event!		
Choices	of	packages	available	for	10	-	250	

guests.		See	the1526.com	for	menu	
options.	

Contact:	Sally	Zydlo			
847-824-1526	

The Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks - Lodge No. 1526 
495 Lee Street Des Plaines, IL 60016 847/824-1526 www.the1526.com 

 

RESERVE YOUR SPECIAL “STATION” IN 
THE 1526 DINING ROOM 

 
 

 

To highlight and honor the four cardinal principles of The Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks, a table in the Dining Room will be 

dedicated to each virtue and Lodge office. The emblem and symbol of 
each station will be depicted on the respective tables as we pay 

tribute to the offices, our cardinal virtues, and the representative 
symbols and emblems. 

 
EXALTED RULER – FIDELITY – STAR 
LEADING KNIGHT – CHARITY – FLAG 

LECTURING KNIGHT – BROTHERLY LOVE – ANTLERS 
LOYAL KNIGHT – JUSTICE – BIBLE 
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A note from the editor… 
I wanted to recognize some very special Elk.  Often a lot of the behind the scenes work 
and dedication can go unnoticed.  This year, Joanne O’Connor, Helen Koutoupis and 
Barbara Seiter were exceptional at selling tickets for the annual 50/50 employee 
appreciation raffle. We have an excellent team of employees and thanks to Joanne, Helen 
& Barbara we were able to show our gratitude for these amazing people.   

I wish all of our readers a very Happy St. Patrick’s Day!  Slainte!   
Michele Domaracki, Lecturing Knight

An Important Message from our BINGO Committee Chairwoman…. 

Hello Fellow Elks!  
Since I’ve taken the position of Bingo Committee Chairwoman, I haven’t written an 
article for publication in the Elks Tooth, but that’s about to change.  011287 

Since Covid, we have been trying to get people into the Lodge on Wednesday nights 
for Bingo.  We’ve tried everything – word of mouth, signs at the street, eblasts and 
Facebook posts.  So far, these things are working slowly but surely.  While our 
attendee numbers are going up, we know there are more people out there that would 
have fun at bingo.  If you like playing bingo or haven’t played but have thought about it, come join us on 
Wednesday.  I think you might be hooked.  We start selling books at 5:00PM.  The first game starts at 
6:30PM.   

If playing the game isn’t your jam, please consider joining us as a volunteer at Bingo.  We love our 
volunteers.  We are always looking for callers, snack bar help, payout helpers, and book/raffle sellers.  
Callers donate approximately 4 hours a week, snack bar helpers donate approximately 3 ½ hours a 
week, payout helpers are approximately 3 ½ hours a week and sellers are approximately 2 ½ hours a 
week.  Please give me a call, text or email and we can talk about when you’d like to help out.  I hope to 
see you at the Lodge Wednesdays as a player or a volunteer. 

Thanks for your time, 
Carol Graf 
847-596-1977 / farg3@sbcglobal.net
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Elks	Fine	Art	Program	with	Elaine	Tejcek	

Well, at this writing, we’ve had such a mild winter so far.  As I look out my window today, however, it’s 
snowing royally!  I wonder if we’re finally into winter.  Of course!!!  We, are going into March.  Don’t 
we have major snow storms and cold weather in March and sometimes even into April?  UGH!  Great 
for you snowmobilers and cold weather lovers.  However, it’s warm and toasty at the Elks.  Join us, 
and be cozy, we do have a lot of fun.  010754

Our artist for the months of March and April, 2023, is Cindy Gitter.  She is an artist living in Long 
Grove, Illinois and belongs to the Glenview Art League.  She has been painting for 11 years when she 
began taking classes at Rivellino School in Long Grove. The school teaches art to ALL ages for 

confidence and creativity that lasts a lifetime.  The keyword here is “creativity.”  In scrolling through the 
website, I found that the school offers classes in jewelry, crafts, fine art as well as abstract art among other things.  “Let the 
creativity flow!”  There are photos of children who had let their imaginations go.  The school also has one week summer 
camps each year.  Check out the website, you’ll be amazed.  www.rivellinoschool.com

Back to our artist.  Cindy really loved her classes at Rivellino and worked on her art practically every day.  After several, years 
the owner of the school asked her to teach a class for children.  Her class was called “Mini Masters.”  Cindy taught the 
children facts and techniques of famous artists like Van Gough, 
Picasso, Monet, etc.  As teaching aides, Cindy needed to develop 
several samples.  In doing so, she suddenly found herself learning 
more and more about her art.  All along, in the process of learning, 
the owner of the school became her mentor and would help her in 
the process of developing her talent, most importantly helping 
Cindy complete the piece of art on which she was currently 
working.

As always, the display of art is open to all Elks members, local 
artists belonging to the Des Plaines art Guild, the Park Ridge Art 
League, and the Glenview Art League.  Elks members are 
encouraged to contact me at 847 296 8530 (email: kecj39@att.net) 
to schedule a display of your own art and/ or other members of 
your family.



  of  10 12

Pet of the Month for Adoption - 
Meet Girlie!  

Meet Girlie! Back in 2016, she came to ACL as a local 
stray from Oak Park, and it didn't take long for her and 
her adorable puppy face to be adopted. Unfortunately, 
though, after more than six years, Girlie’s adopters 
became unable to continue caring for her. Now it’s 
time to find her a new home! 

Girlie has grown up to be an incredibly sweet lady 
who will make a wonderful companion. With lots of 
experience in a home, she is well-behaved, house-
trained, and affectionate, and she loves meeting new 
people!  As her current foster mom will tell you, Girlie 
and her cute sausage-shaped body are an absolute 
delight to have around.  

If you want to meet her, 
just fill out the dog 
adoption questionnaire 
here: tinyurl.com/ACL-
Dog-App
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Find Your Lucky Number!   
If your membership number appears anywhere in this issue of the 

Elks Tooth, stop by the club to claim your $10 gift certificate. 

March 2023
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4

BINGO Doors 
open 430, 

Games Start 
630

Queen of 
Hearts & 

50/50 
Happy Hour 

After 
Queen-10P

Happy 
Hour 4-6 

Game 
Night 7P

Happy Hour 
4-6  

The Niche 7P 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

Lodge 
Closed

Lodge 
Meeting 

730P 

BINGO Doors 
open 430, 

Games Start 
630

Queen of 
Hearts & 

50/50 
Happy Hour 

After 
Queen-10P

Happy  
Hour 4-6 

Raffle 
Night 7P 

Happy Hour 
4-6 

StingRays 
7P

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

Daylight 
Savings Time 

Begins
Lodge 
Closed

WACC Meet 
545P 

House Comm 
Meeting 630P

BINGO Doors 
open 430, 

Games Start 
630

Queen of 
Hearts & 

50/50 
Happy Hour 

After 
Queen-10P

St Paddy’s Day 
AUCE Buffet 

5-9 
Happy Hour 

4-6 
Members 

Bingo 630P

Happy Hour 
4-6 

St. Paddy’s 
Day Party & 
3 Aces 7P 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

Lodge 
Closed

Lodge 
Meeting 

730P

BINGO Doors 
open 430, 

Games Start 
630

Queen of 
Hearts & 

50/50 
Happy Hour 

After 
Queen-10P

Happy 
Hour 4-6 
Trivia for 

Charity 7P

Happy Hour 
4-6 

Amy 
Stephan & 

Co 7P

26 27 28 29 30 31

Lodge 
Closed

House Comm 
Meeting 630P 

Board of 
Directors 7P

BINGO Doors 
open 430, 

Games Start 
630

Queen of 
Hearts & 

50/50 
Happy Hour 

After 
Queen-10P

Happy 
Hour 4-6 

Elvis Party, 
Carnivore 

Night
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900 Lee St, #506, Des Plaines, IL                                                      2 Bedrm 2 Bth                                            
Top floor condo with 2 bedrooms plus a den, 2 bathrooms, balcony, in-unit laundry, and heated garage.  
$269,900  

2022 E Cayuga Ln, Mount Prospect, IL 60056                                 3 Bedrm 2 Bth 
Superb Open Concept L Shaped Ranch with 2 full baths on the main floor and a huge garage! This home has just had a 
complete makeover. It's very spacious and located on a quiet street with a huge backyard. It has almost 2,000 sq. ft. with 
1,333 on the main level and 660 sq.ft. in the finished lower level. The living room/ dining room has a woodburning fireplace 
and faces the large backyard with storage shed. It's been painted throughout, new attractive grey wood grain flooring 
installed, the basement has been newly drywalled and cracks sealed with lots of lighting installed. If you are looking for easy 
one level living, this is your home. See it now! 
$359,900 

100 Elm St, Prospect Heights, IL 60070                                            6 Bedrm  4 Bth 
Welcome to this stunning and spacious home that is perfect for families and guests alike, so warm & welcoming! The 
kitchen boasts sleek granite countertops and newer stainless steel appliances, and seamlessly flows into the family room 
complete with a cozy brick fireplace and a generous eating area, including a breakfast bar. The first floor of the home 
features radiant heated floors, a convenient bedroom and full bath for visiting guests, as well as an office for working from 
home. The second floor of this gorgeous home boasts four additional bedrooms, a laundry room, and a master bedroom 
with walk-in closet, bathroom with double sinks, and a sizable shower. You can also walk through the breezeway with 
radiant heated walls, which leads to two generously sized bonus rooms that can be used as a kids' play area, office, 
exercise room, or even a second master bedroom. The finished basement is perfect for entertaining with a family room, 
second kitchen, bedroom and a full bathroom. Additionally, there is ample space for gaming or other activities. The home 
features three zones for HVAC, skylights throughout, and a spacious extra deep heated three-car garage, which can 
accommodate car enthusiasts or boat plus additional RV or boat pad. The home's location is perfect for those who enjoy 
walking, as it is conveniently	located	within	walking	distance	of	the	library	and	pool	&	across	from	ball	diamond	&	park.	There	is	truly	
nothing	le:	to	do	except	move	in	and	enjoy	all	that	this	remarkable	home	has	to	offer!	
$835,000	


