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December 28th a Joint House and Board meeting was held. 
A process to keep us compliant was voted on and adopted. Personal opinions aside as a board we 
have a fiduciary  responsibility to adhere to Government and Grand Lodge direction. Yesterday I 
alluded to this policy and the Lodge has already received calls pushing back. During the meeting 
Jim Feth pointed out that when we become Elks we agree to abide by the rules of the Lodge. We 
have a Great Lodge and Club folks. The Safety of our Staff and Members is always concern #1
Please do not yell at our staff or officers for that matter. Our Hands are tied. Bill Potratz
drafted the language for this and I want to personally thank him for this. It’s simple elegant and 
easy. As much as I disagree with the mandate I brought my vaccination card last night and re-
ceived my sticker. Starting at Queen of Hearts on December 30th. We will apply the stickers to 
all who show the required proof. We are also producing a non transferable card to be issued to 
guests (monthly meetings, banquets, entertainers, etc). This is not Required or enforced till 
January 3rd,  Just trying to get ahead. Thanks for your understanding and cooperation.

Once again we are bound by government mandate to act. This is not a personal belief or agenda
by anyone on the board or staff. Please Conduct yourself as an Elk. 

DES PLAINES ELKS LODGE NO. 1526 PROOF OF VACCINATION PLAN

Pursuant to CCDPH Order No. 2021-11, Lodge 1526 is required to obtain proof of vaccination
and identification from individuals/patrons entering the Lodge. This may be accomplished as

follows:

MEMBERS
Members who provide proof of vaccination and identification will have a sticker affixed to his or
her membership card. Members may provide this proof to Sally (or her designee), the Exalted
Ruler (or his designee), or the House Committee Chairman (or his designee) who will affix the

sticker to the membership card.

NON-MEMBERS
Upon providing proof, a non-member will be provided a business card with the same sticker

affixed thereto. Such proof may be provided as referenced above.
This proof is valid for subsequent “entry” into the Lodge. If requested, the member or nonmember

may show this proof of vaccination sticker.



Saturday Greeters for January

Saturday January 8th Mike Hozian 

Saturday January 15th Ann Peterson 

Saturday January 22nd Gloria Markewicz

Saturday January 29th Phylis Perry

Friday January 14th 6:00 pm
WESTERN NIGHT AT THE LODGE
GRAB YOUR BOOTS, COWBOY HAT, AND COOLEST WEST-

ERN WEAR

DRINK SPECIALS--COWBOY BUFFET--GAMES--MOVIES--
MUSIC--RAFFLES

Yee-haw!  SAVE THE DATE!
See you on the range then, Partner!



 Hello from the Exalted Ruler
Marc Walker
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495 Lee St. Des Plaines, IL 60016 

Published monthly, with one combined issue for July/August 
of each year.

Want to contact us?
Email:  elkstooth1526@gmail.com

Happy New Year Elk-
dom. As we make and 
sometimes break our 
New Years resolutions,
Please consider resolv-
ing to be an active part 
of your Elks Lodge. Join 
a committee,
clear a table, man a 
grill, help out at our 

multitude of events. Bring ideas for new ones and a plan 
to make it happen. Charity and social events make this 
Lodge happen and relevant. All this happens because of 
the energy of our members. Thank you for all you do.

I had my eyes opened this past year, not everything has 
to be a big newsworthy event. Little things can make a 
big impact in the community. Case in point our donation 
to the Brentwood School PTO. They wewre so grateful it 
was amazing.  To paraphrase JFK, Ask not what the Elks  
can do for you but what you can do for the Elks. New 
ideas take new energy. Our volunteers bring so much to 
the table. It’s an amazing process, not without bumps. All 
we can do is keep striving to be better. Work together to 
broaden our presence in the community. If you see an op-
portunity talk up the Elks. It’s a great organization 012887.

This past year we have supported some cherished causes 
and some new ones. Built bridges to other Lodges and 
organizations, increased our footprint in the community. 
When I explain to people the history of the Elks the reac-
tion is usually  I didn’t know that followed by a statement 
about a family member who’s a Vet or knowledge of a 
Child with special needs. Further conversation leads to an 
interest in membership. If you haven’t explored elks.org 
please do so. So much information, history and resources 
available.
Marc Walker, ER

Lodge Meetings:
1st and 3rd Tuesdays 7:30pm 

New WIFI Password: Elks4Life



Need a banquet on 
a budget?

Have it at the Lodge!!!

Attractive packages avail-
able for parties of  

10—250 people in style

Providing the finest in Drapery and Ultrasonic 
Blind Cleaning services.  We Offer Professional dry 
cleaning done on premises, expert shirt laundry 
services , expert repairs and alterations.  One Stop 
does it all.

Drapery and Blind service is full service.  Just call 
and we do it all.

1060 Busse Highway—Park Ridge, IL  60068 
847 696 2440  

Elks Member owned and operated



Lodge of Sorrows
REMEMBERING OUR 

DEPARTED MEMBERS

Sorrows for December 2021 Tooth

Richard Schweigel passed on November 14, 
2021, a 26 year member of the Elks. 

“Fidelity embraces all.  It inculcates a devo-
tion tender as the Forget-Me-Not, everlast-
ing as the Amaranth, constant as the Ivy.  
May the records inscribed upon the tablets 
of love and memory inspire us to the faith-
ful practice of the precepts of our Order.  In 
renewing our fidelity to the memory of our 
departed Members, may we be inspired ever 
to a life of service to the living.  And may 
the Grace of God enable us to derive from 
this ceremony renewed confidence that be-
yond the shadows there is life everlasting.”

Excerpt, Elks Memorial Service

The Lodge of Sorrows is a tradition that 
dates back to the early days of Elkdom.  It 
is a stoic ceremony reserved for the mem-
bers of our Order and their families.  Upon 
the passing of a fellow member, the lodge 
officers, upon request, will eulogize the 
deceased during a formal ceremony at 
the wake or memorial of the deposed.

To submit a formal request for the Lodge 
of Sorrows ritual, please contact Secretary 
K.C. Ferguson at kcferg@the1526.com.  In 
order to secure the availability of all re-
quired officers, we as that you notify the 
lodge as early as possible with your request.

Sickness and Distress

If you know of a member who has been ill late-
ly, please let the Lodge Secretary know.  We 
would like to make sure that everyone is re-
membered in the Tooth and at our meetings.

We’re in the Home Stretch. We’ve 
made it through the holidays and 
the various events that take place, 
such as Breakfast with Santa, the 
Annual Memorial Service, and the 
New Years Eve party. 

Now we’re back to getting down 
to business. January starts the 
end of fiscal year-end processing 
for the lodge. There will be poten-
tially new life members that have 

to be elected on the floor, possibly some by-law updates to 
be reviewed and approved, and then in February, the nomina-
tion and election of officers for the 2022/2023 Elk year.

 If you would like to be get more involved and be considered 
a candidate, see the Secretary or the Exalted Ruler to further 
discuss. We are all volunteers and welcome other members 
who would like to share our commitment to the lodge. 

This should also be the time where we start putting plans 
together for the new year in Elkdom. What charities do we 
want to continue with, which new ones do we want to get 
involved with? Lately , we’ve been doing a number of drives 
for a variety of causes, from Veterans to Children and to even 
some of our four-legged friends. Hopefully coming out of the 
pandemic (are we really coming out or is this just going to be 
part of life?) we can resume our community activities. 
In Elkdom, there are a number of activities that we try to fo-
cus on throughout the year. In April there is the Easter Bunny. 
In May we have Youth Week and Memorial Day. June is Flag 
Day (a very important day for all Elks) while July hopefully 
we can have representatives march in an Independence Day 
Parade (or maybe 2? We do try to support multiple commu-
nities.) None of these efforts happen over-night. Planning 
needs to take place starting soon for us to have participation. 
Though we potentially have a new set of officers, the com-
mittees should be starting to form to support these efforts. 
And all of these committees need volunteers to participate to 
make them happen. If you have the time and the desire to get 
involved, now is the time to contact your lodge officers to get 
involved in the planning efforts 012070. 
Remember, like most organizations, the majority of the work 
is done by a few individuals. The reality is the more the mer-
rier. Come out and have some fun and make a contribution to 
the community. That’s what the Elks are all about.   

Any questions on any of the above, please see me at the 
lodge. I am readily available to discuss, and as always, I can 
be reached via email at kcferg@the1526.com. 



Fridays @ The 1526
January, 7th
Game Night

January, 14th
Western Pop Up Party

January, 21
Members Bingo

January, 28
Trivia



It’s on the HouseIt’s on the House
Words From the House Committee Chairman Bill Potratz Words From the House Committee Chairman Bill Potratz 





Meet Shelby!   
Animal Care Leagues

 Adoption Pet of the Month

Meet Shelby!
 
Shelby came to ACL as a puppy and was adopted 
soon after. She recently made her way back to us 
when her family could no longer care for her and 
Animal Care League is here to help her get a second 
chance.

Shelby is currently in foster and having the time of 
her life! Her foster family says she’s a love and the 
best cuddle bug in the world. She rolls over for belly 
rubs when she sees children and gives lots of kiss-
es! Her new favorite thing is sleeping on the couch. 
Shelby does have a special condition called Inter-
vertebral Disc Disease that can affects her ability to 
walk, but she doesn’t let this slow her down! She’s 
able to go for short walks and gets around the house 
on her own—and, of course, can hop up on the 
couch!012798
 
Check out more info and see more photos at animal-
careleague.org/dogs

Shelby

LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION!!

Rare opportunity to own 2 forever homes on the immaculate 
grounds of ST. Paul Cemetery in Skokie, IL. 

These plots are located with easy access on a scenic path. 

For inquiries please contact 
Sharon Clexton at 847 825 4945



The Lodge needs new members, for 
Vitality, growth, sustainability and to 

serve the community.

Try to recruit your: 

• friends
• family
• neighbors
• people who need a friend
• single people looking to meet people  
• people who want to help the community 

LET’S US ALL PITCH IN!!
010495



The Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks - Lodge No. 1526 
495 Lee Street Des Plaines, IL 60016 847/824-1526 www.the1526.com 

 

THE 1526 IS OPEN ON TUESDAYS!! 
 

“T” IT UP AT THE LODGE!! 
 

Tuesdays are more than meetings!  
Talk is cheap and so are Tuesday Specials! 

 

 
Tuesday Drink Specials 

  

Two Dollar Domestic Drafts or Old Man Beers  $ 2.00 
Tequila Shots  $ 3.00 
Tito’s Your Way  $ 4.00 
Ten Dollar Domestic Buckets  (4)                                      $10.00 
 

Tasty Bar Menu 
 

Tres (3) Tacos – With Rice & Refried Beans $ 6.00 
Hamburger or Cheeseburger – With Fries or Chips $ 6.00 
Sloppy Joe Sliders (2) – With Fries or Chips $ 6.00 
Italiano Meatballs – With Marinara, Mozzarella and Garlic Bread $ 6.00 
Cheese Quesadilla – With Salsa and Sour Cream $ 6.00 
Chicken Salad Sandwich – With Fries or Chips $ 6.00 
Chicken Caesar Wrap– With Fries or Chips $ 6.00 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

“Like” Us on Facebook @desplaineselkslodge1526 





NEW MEMBER ALERT!

Watch out and welcome all our new 
members!  How?

Wacco Meeting 1/11/22 6:00pm

New Member Cocktail Party 
1/20/22 6:00pm

Introduce your fabulous self to all our 
New Members.

Only you can make the Lodge great 
and welcoming.

010961



The Holidays Were Elkmazing 
Thanks to our Members and Guests

Our Tree Lighting Open House Was a Huge Sucess. 

Incoming Member Chris Schmidt brought the Polar Express to The 
December 5th Open House. The Fireside room was packed with 
kids of all ages. The Hot  Chocolate and Cookies  (Donated by Sue 
Logan) were a big hit. Plans are already being formulated to make 
this bigger and better next year.

Chili Cookoff

On December 5th is our annual 
Chili Cookoff Raised $345.00 For 
the Des Plaines Self Help Closet 
and Food Pantry North Shore 
member Mark Andy Took 1st 
Place, Glen Ladendorf was in 2nd 
and Kary Green 3rd 

Did you know that Chicago’s Toys for Tots  
Motorcycle Parade is the largest in the Country?
Over 17000 bikes participate every 1st Sunday in 
December, snow, rain, cold doesn’t matter. The 
Motorcycle community comes out in droves. All 
throughout the season the Club acts as a drop off 
point for this worthy cause. Our members along 
with huge generosity from Bill Potratz’s Bums 
Softball team. Make for an outstanding donation
The 1526 Had the Honor of Hosting Santa, Mrs 
Claus and Their band of Merry Elves on December 
17th as they made pick ups and drop-offs across 
Chicago-land. The 1526 is extremely proud to 
Support this awesome program.



Words from the Lodge Esquire
Happy New Year!!!  A brand 
new start....a fresh slate....a 
blank canvas.  For what more 
could anyone ask?  I for one, 
am excited to start this brand 
new year with you, my fellow 
Elks, embracing with gusto 

the endless opportunity to practice Charity, Jus-
tice, Brotherly Love and Fidelity each and every 
day.  Like millions of people, I have great inten-
tions for 2022.   I intend to increase my personal 
devotion to God.  I intend to boycott all plastic 
this year, as much as humanly possible.  I intend 
to journal at least a few times per week, if not 
every day (let’s not get too carried away).  And I 
intend to help my local Elks Lodge increase it’s 
value through improved connections and pro-
active promotion.  But how?  And why?  Sounds 
like a lot of work.  Did you know there are some 
cultures that do not even have a word in their 
language for “work”?  I intend to reject the neg-
ative vibes associated with “work”, and replace 
the negative with JOY.  I choose joy in the proj-
ects I’m helping with at our Lodge.  I choose to 
be a “JOYNER”, because by joining and becom-
ing involved I make new friends, I help people, 
and I have fun.  Pish-posh that negative term, 
work.  I CHOOSE TO HAVE FUN, and I get a 
little done at the same time.  

Why not join me?  What’s inhibiting you from 
igniting a spark of enthusiasm right here in our 
Elks Family?  Why not come out on a Tuesday 
night and affect the change you want to see?  
We’re having a blast on Tuesdays.  The 1st and 
3rd Tuesdays are your regular Lodge Meetings.  
Come join us and make your voice heard!  The 
2nd Tuesday is the Welcome and Care Com-
mittee Meeting (WACC).  We Waccos have SO 
MUCH FUN!  What about the 4th Tuesday at 
6pm?  Join the brand new Pop-Up-Squad as 
we plan our party events for the year.   Come 
on, friends!  Start your year off right, light, and 
bright!  Watch your Elks Tooth and Eblasts for 
upcoming promotions, new twists, and exciting 

goals and initiatives for 2022.  We want to hear 
from you!  What are your intentions for 2022?  
Only you can make it happen!--

Feeling 
Lucky?



RE/MAX REALTORS 
330 E. Northwest Highway, Mt. Prospect, IL 60056 
Jim Grady - GRI - Broker/Manager
Office: (847) 259-0202 Cell: (847)226-5428
www.JimGradyHomes.com - Email: jim@jimgradyhomes.com

1121 N. Phelps Avenue, Arlington Heights               3 Bedrm    2 Bth
                                              
Opportunity Knocking!!! Custom built brick and stone ranch with a full basement 
and oversized 2 car attached garage. Just under a half acre lot, 3 bedrooms and 
2 baths. This house needs updating TLC., but has a brand new roof, facia and hot 
water tank. The ultimate home to gain that sweat   equity!  $274,900

1187 S. Linneman Road, Mount Prospect           2 Bedrm    2 Bth          
Approximately 2000 sqft, this beautiful 2nd floor home features 2 bedrooms & 2 baths. Master 
bedroom with vaulted ceiling, bath w/double sink, separate shower, large walk in closet. 
Large den w/French doors could be 3rd bedroom. Living room features vaulted ceiling & gas 
log fireplace. Sliding glass doors in dining room to balcony, eat in kitchen, oak staircase, wood 
trim through out, washer/dryer in unit, private entrance to home & garage.  $285,000

1727 W. Crystal Lane #503, Mount Prospect            1 Bedrm   1 Bth

1 bedroom, 1 bath, 5th floor condo with great views and a heated garage. Close to shop-
ping, restaurants and expressways -  this condo is priced to sell. Low taxes, no 
exemptions, enjoy the association pool and clubhouse. Affordable living at it’s best!  
$129,900

SOLD


